TOBY MINK IN "WORM TROUBLE" 


JAMES WEIGLE 



IRIS IN 


1 INT. TOBY MINK'S BEDROOM - NIGHT 1 

TOBY MINK is reading in bed (a copy of Zen for Minks). 

He finishes a chapter, sets the book on the bedside table, 
places his reading glasses on top of the book, and just 
before he switches off the lamp... 

TOBY MINK 
Good night, Benny. 

We see for an instant the WALL he's facing, where there's 
a human-like stain. The LIGHT CUTS OFF. 

Darkness and silence. We start to hear SINGING, high and 
faint. 

His EYES OPEN AND BLINK. 

Turns the LIGHT ON AGAIN, and the singing stops. He puts 
his paws on his temples. 

LIGHT OFF. SINGING STARTS. 

LIGHT ON. SINGING STOPS. 

He tilts his head and gives it a few whacks with the side 
of his paw, the way swimmers get water out of their ears. 

2 INT. WORM'S BEDROOM - NIGHT 2 

The WORM is reading in bed (a copy of Zen for Worms). The 
room is identical to TOBY MINK'S. 

To the WORM's horror, the room tilts. 

Clings to the side of the bed as it slides down the floor. 

Slithers over it and across the room, dodging lamps, 
dressers, and picture frames. 

The house rights itself. The WORM grumbles his way over to 
the heap of furniture that has collected on the far wall. 

He drums his fingers and snarls. 

3 INT. TOBY MINK'S KITCHEN - MORNING 3 

TOBY MINK, wearing a bathrobe, sits at the table over a 
pleasant BREAKFAST: boiled egg, toast, jam, butter, 
grapefruit, coffee (black). On the opposite side of the 
table, before an empty chair, is ANOTHER BREAKFAST: black 
coffee, grapefruit, butter, jam, toast, egg (boiled). 



He flutters his fingers through a NEWSPAPER (the front 
page headline reads "SACRIFICED IN A REVIVAL OF 
CANNIBALISM"). 

Lifts the COFFEE CUP to his mouth- 

A LOUD CLANG OF POTS AND PANS interrupts him. He shakes 
coffee all over himself and the newspaper, then drops the 
mug. 

Holds his paws on his temples. 

The NOISE STOPS. He sits still, nervously. Nothing 
happens. 

He lifts up the spoon to crack the egg- 

INSERT: A brief shot of the WORM in HIS OWN KITCHEN 
surrounded by PERCUSSION INSTRUMENTS, holding a pair of 
cymbals. 

Brings the spoon down, and up again- 

ANOTHER TREMENDOUS NOISE interrupts him: cymbals, drums, 
acme whistles, slapsticks, combs, horns, and so on. 

TOBY MINK yelps. The SPOON flies out of his hand. 

Flails around the room, knocking over furniture, as if 
yanked by a bad puppeteer. 

The NOISE STOPS AT ONCE. 

The MINK, relieved, unstops his ears. 

MORE NOISE AND MORE PAIN. 


DISSOLVE TO 


INT. DOCTOR'S OFFICE - DAY 

A bored DOCTOR with his feet on the desk, next to a GLOBE 
on top of a copy of LEMURIA: A HISTORY. Behind him is an 
impressive bookshelf. Around him are bottles of pills, an 
inkwell, a turtle fetus in a jar, a human skeleton, a 
DOCTOR'S BAG, and a DISPLAY OF SURGICAL TOOLS. 

He listens to the frantic TOBY MINK (unintelligible) on 
the other end of a TELEPHONE. 

DOCTOR 

Now just calm down, Mr. Minch. 

Mm-hmmm. Take some deep breaths. 

That's right. In. Out. I'll be right 
over. 



He sets the RECEIVER down without hanging up, puts on his 
coat, stuffs some SURGICAL TOOLS in his DOCTOR'S BAG, and 
leaves the frame. 


TOBY MINK 
(on the other end) 

Hello? Hello? 

INT. WORM'S LIVING ROOM - DAY 

The WORM grinds out a ditty on the HURDY-GURDY. 

INT. TOBY MINK'S LIVING ROOM - DAY 

TOBY MINK yowling and flailing. There's a KNOCK ON THE 
DOOR. 

TOBY MINK opens it. 


DOCTOR 

Mr. Mints- 

TOBY MINK 

You've got to HELP me I can't THINK 
straight I can't STAND it- 

Instantaneously, the DOCTOR whisks TOBY MINK over to an 
armchair. Shushes him. 

TOBY MINK hyperventilates. 

The DOCTOR pulls from his BAG a STETHOSCOPE and tries it 
on him. 

He DEPRESSES HIS TONGUE. 

He takes a TAPE MEASURE and measures him. 

Finally he pulls out an OTOSCOPE and sticks its black 
plastic beak in TOBY MINK'S ear. 

INT. WORM'S LIVING ROOM - DAY 

A PORTHOLE VIEW comes into focus. The WORM is sitting on 
his ARMCHAIR, reading a BOOK. 

WORM looks up suddenly, looks away, then looks the 
DOCTOR/VIEWER dead in the eye with a grin. 

He SLITHERS FORWARD while the PORTHOLE goes out of focus 
again. 

INT. TOBY MINK'S LIVING ROOM - DAY 


The DOCTOR backs away. 
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The WORM emerges from the ear, salutes the doctor, and 
goes back in. 

The DOCTOR looks again through the OTOSCOPE. The WORM 
whips out of the ear and steals a billfold from the 
DOCTOR'S coat. The DOCTOR backs away again, befuddled. He 
feels his shirt pocket. His face turns vengeful. 

TOBY MINK 
Is there any- 

DOCTOR 

Shhh! 

The DOCTOR removes the OTOSCOPE. He rummages in his bag 
and pulls out a CONTRAPTION with a bicycle pump on one end 
and a balloon on the other. 

He fits this to TOBY MINK'S ear and starts pumping. 

The WORM, against his will, is sucked into the balloon. 

The DOCTOR holds the balloon up to the light. 

CLOSE UP: The WORM cowers bashfully, then crawls forward 
and knocks on the side of the balloon. 

WORM 

(earnestly) 

Psst! Pssst! Over here! I got 
somethin' to say! 

The DOCTOR puts his ear to the balloon. The WORM pops 
through it and climbs into his ear. The DOCTOR'S eyes go 
wild and we see the WORM slither behind them. 

He starts to yelp and flail around, the way TOBY MINK did. 

The MINK, calm and confused, now watches this from his 
chair. 

9 INT. REPLICA OF DOCTOR'S OFFICE - DAY 9 

Now we're inside the DOCTOR'S head, which is a replica of 
his office, but fitted with knobs and control panels. 

The WORM is slithering around, pulling levers and flipping 
switches and punching buttons and giggling. 

He ends up at the DESK. Knocks everything off it (down 
goes the globe, etc.). Flips open its top. This reveals... 

INSERT: A CENTRAL CONTROL PANEL, with seven DIALS: ENVY, 
SLOTH, PRIDE, GLUTTONY, WRATH, LUST, and GREED. 

The WORM rubs his tiny slimy nub-hands in anticipation. 
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INT. TOBY MINK'S LIVING ROOM 


DAY 


10 


5 . 


CLOSE UP on the DOCTOR'S face as it changes... 

SCOWLS ENVIOUSLY... 

DROOPS SLEEPILY... 

GRINS PROUDLY... 

LICKS HIS LIPS... 

GLARES ANGRILY... 

OGLES... 

INSERT: TOBY MINK transforms into a RED HOT LADY MINK. 

And finally the DOCTOR'S EYES turn to DOLLAR SIGNS. He 
sees this: 

The CHAIR with TOBY MINK on it turns into a HUGE RICH 
WOMAN wearing a luxurious MINK COAT with a dollar sign tag 
on it. 

The DOCTOR'S BAG on the floor turns into the DOCTOR. 

The WOMAN pays the DOCTOR a FAT WAD OF CASH. 

We ZOOM IN on a humbly startled DOCTOR, who suddenly 
grins. 

ZOOM OUT, and he's wearing a TOP HAT AND TAILS, atop a 
parade float packed with GIRLS, GIRLS, GIRLS. Banners read 
"HOORAY FOR THE DOCTOR." 

WIPE TO: 

11 EXT. CITY - DAY 

A ribbon cutting ceremony for the DOCTOR'S new COLOSSAL 
STATUE OF HIMSELF, which they install by dropping it 
DIRECTLY ON TOP OF ANOTHER SKYSCRAPER FROM A HELICOPTER. 

CUT TO: 

The DOCTOR rides on a GIANT GILDED GLOBE carried on a 
PALANQUIN on the backs of TWENTY LEMURS. 

ZOOM OUT, and it turns out they're on top of the WHITE 
HOUSE. 

ZOOM OUT more, and we can see the FLAT EARTH in its 
entirety. 
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Two GIANT SLICES OF BREAD smother it. 
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6 . 


ZOOM OUT, and it's the DOCTOR again, dressed as some 
deity. He DEVOURS the sandwich. 

Tilts his head up and spits out a STREAM OF GOLD COINS. 

These CASCADE, turning into LIQUID GOLD, down a FOUNTAIN 
which has ELABORATE RELIEF CARVINGS of lady-mink nymphs 
and acanthus leaves. 

The gold SPLASHES up and FILLS THE SCREEN. 

INT. TOBY MINK'S LIVING ROOM - DAY 

TOBY MINK 

Doctor? Doctor? Am I going to be 
okay? 


DOCTOR 

Uh, yes, yes, everything is in 
order. Uhh-w-w-w-wait a minute, just 
a minute, one small thing is amiss, 
a disorder of the skin. 

TOBY MINK 

My skin? 

DOCTOR 

Oh, no, no, no need to be alarmed! 

It only reguires a small 

operation-couldn't be 

easier-absolutely painless, and it 

will be over before you know it! Now 
if you'll just relax... 

He pulls the lever beside the ARMCHAIR, and it lowers into 
a bed. 

The DOCTOR goes over to his BAG and pulls out a BIG, 
GLEAMING PAIR OF DISSECTION SCISSORS. He turns to look at 
the chair and- 

TOBY MINK is gone! 


DOCTOR 

(looking around) 
Mr. Mink? 


CUT TO: 


THE OTHER SIDE OF THE CHAIR 

TOBY MINK cowers in the shadow under the recliner. His 
heart thumps. 
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The DOCTOR peers around the right side and tries to grab 
him. 
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He scoots away to the left. 

To the left now-scoots away to the right. 

Finally the DOCTOR takes a BIG MALLET and WHAM! strikes at 
the place where TOBY MINK was. The MINK gets away in time, 
leaving a mink-shaped cloud to be scattered. 

TOBY MINK scampers around the armchair and into the 
KITCHEN. 

13 INT. KITCHEN - CONTINUOUS 13 

TOBY MINK runs in and SLAMS THE DOOR-only to see that 

the DOCTOR is already there, with a MALLET and SCISSORS. 

WHAM! again, but still no luck. The MINK runs under a set 
of drawers beneath a countertop. 

The DOCTOR tries to whack the MINK, but the MINK pulls a 
drawer out above himself. The CAKE DECORATION SUPPLIES 
inside go flying. 

The MINK rolls over to the NEXT DRAWER and the DOCTOR 

tries it again-this time sending SILVERWARE into the 

air. 

This happens a third time, and the drawer is filled with a 
bag of PLASTIC EXPLOSIVE. 

An EXPLOSION fills the screen. 

14 INT. HALLWAY - CONTINUOUS 14 

TOBY MINK flees the explosion, pursued by an ash-faced 
DOCTOR. 

The MINK makes it to the end of the hall. The SILHOUETTE 
of the DOCTOR AND HIS EQUIPMENT fills the screen. 

TOBY MINK is not sure which DOOR to pick. He looks back 
and forth, back and forth. He opens the one to our LEFT- 

INSIDE the closet, like a corpse in a box, is a WOLF, or 
maybe the wax figure of a WOLF, dressed as the WHITE 
QUEEN. His tongue hangs out a little; his eyelids are 
glued together. The wolf starts to fall... 

TOBY MINK 

No! 

He slams the door before the WOLF falls out. Takes the 
OTHER DOOR. The DOCTOR follows him in hot pursuit, 
scissors snapping, then slams the door shut. 

A series of LOUD NOISES: clashes, clatters, explosions, 
hurdy-gurdy noises... 
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Meanwhile the WORM slithers out under the door and away. 

...Whacks, screams, snips, snips, snips, a final, haunting 
scream, then DEAD SILENCE. 

The DOOR OPENS. The DOCTOR walks out of the room, a nasty 
grin on his face, a pair of SCISSORS in his hand. 

Then he removes his own skin. It was TOBY MINK after all, 
wearing the DOCTOR'S skin as a costume! He shakes his 
clasped paws triumphantly to a soaring soundtrack. 

IRIS OUT 



